Decree-Law 42/2005, of 22 February

On 19 June 1999, the Ministers of Education of Bfopean States, including the Portuguese Statesdithe
Bologna Declaration, an agreement the main objeativwhich is to establish, by 2010, the Europeaa af higher
education that is consistent, compatible, competiind attractive to students from Europe and fotmer countries, an
area that promotes European cohesion through thel&dge, mobility and employability of its graduste

Consolidated successively in meetings of the Méngsiof Education devoted to implementing the Euaope
area of higher education, first in 2001 in Praghen in 2003 in Berlin, the Bologna Process is yatkeachieving the
targets set for 2010 under the Lisbon Strategyclwhias approved in March 2000 by the presidentsteradis of
government of the countries of the European Uniod aims to make Europe, by 2010, the most dynamit a
competitive economic area in the world, based oomltedge and capable of ensuring sustainable ecangroiwth,
with more and better jobs and with greater so@aksion.

For higher education, important changes are adedcat training paradigms, focusing on the actidty a
whole and on the skills that young people shoulguae, and projecting it to various stages of atifdt necessarily
linked to developments in knowledge and in indi@tand collective interests.

Special consideration is given to:

i) Recognition of the necessary adaptation of thenlegrprocess to the concepts and perspectives
of modern society and to the available technoldg&sources;

i) Perception of the need to make higher educatiorerattractive and closer to the interests of
society, offering young people a choice that britigsm greater personal satisfaction and makes
them more competitive in the European market;

iii) Perception that knowledge is a universal good,h@ openness advocated for this area of
knowledge to other countries.

These are objectives based essentially on traps@tinstitutional collaboration and on culturalcb&nge,
which is based in turn on the mobility of studeatsl professionals.

To pursue the objectives identified, the Statesyptr the Bologna Process undertake to adopt &sef
measures to review the organisation, methods amigiets of their higher education systems.

Thus, in keeping with the commitments arising frdavelopments of the Bologna Process, this law kas b
drawn up to institute the regulatory principlesingtruments for the creation of the European afdagher education
embodied, in particular:

i) In the three-cycle structure in higher educatiocoading to the guidelines basically adopted by
all States that signed the Bologna Declaration;
i) In the institution of easily readable and comparamademic degrees;
iii) In curriculum organisation by credit units that are nationaly énternationally cumulative and
transferable;
iv) In instruments of student mobility within the Euesm area of higher education during and after
studies.

The creation of a new course credit system (ECE8repean credit transfer system), which will replalce
credit system laid down in Decree-Law No. 173/8028 May, is one of the most important instrumeimshis
European policy for development of the traininggubgm.

In this new conception, the student plays the eéntle, both in the organisation of modules, tbetact hours
of which will adopt a wide diversity of the mostpappriate forms and methodologies of teaching,dthkevaluation
and award of credits, which will consider overalldent workload, including contact hours, projestis, field study
hours, private study and activities related to eatbn, being also open to additional activitiespobven artistic,
sociocultural or sports educational value.

In turn, the creation of the Diploma Supplementjohshould be issued in the original language and i
widely spoken European language, will facilitatelitity and employability based on solid and acceriaformation on
qualifications, in particular the nature, levelntaxt, and content of the studies completed blgatder.

Other innovations of significant scope and impatthgined in this law include the adoption of a Ex@an
scale for comparability of qualifications and, iretcontext of mobility, the learning agreement,tta@script of records
and the information package of the teaching intsitu

The Consultative Committee for Higher Educatiore Board of Principals of Portuguese Universitiég t
Coordinating Council of the Polytechnic Institusd the Portuguese Association of Private Higharcktion were
heard.

Thus:

Under the terms of Article 198(1)a of the Constitnt the Government hereby decrees the following:



Regulatory principles of instrumentsfor the creation of the European area of higher education

CHAPTER |
Object, scope and concepts

Article1
Object

This law approves the regulatory instruments ferdreation of the European area of higher education

Article 2
Scope

1 - This law applies:
a) To all higher education institutions, hereinaftefierred to in general terms as education instigtio
b) To all training provided by higher education ingtibns leading to the obtaining of a higher edwsatiegree,
hereinafter referred to in general terms as courses
2 - This law also applies to courses not awardiniggree provided by higher education institutiamsich are subject
to evaluation and certification.

Article3
Concepts

The following terms have the following meanings:

a) «Module» the teaching unit with its own trainingiextiives which is the subject of administrative cdment
and of evaluation reflected in a final grade;

b) «Course programme of study» an organised groupoadiules which a student should pass to:

i) Obtain a particular academic degree;
i) Complete a non-degree course;
iii) Meet part of the conditions to obtain a particaleademic degree;

c) «Academic year», «academic semester» and «academie the parts of the programme of study of the
course which, in accordance with its legal instrab@f approval, should be completed by the studehtn
full-time and classroom-based, during a year, aeséen or a term, respectively;

d) «Normal duration of a course» the number of yesgmesters and or terms during which the courseldleu
completed by the student, when full-time and clagsr-based,;

e) «Contact hours» the time used in teaching sessiéna collective nature, in particular in classropms
laboratories or fieldwork, and in tutorial-type penal guidance sessions such as tutorials;

f) «Credit» the unit to measure the work of the sttdenrall its forms, in particular, learning sesssoaf a
collective nature, tutorial-type personal guidaneessions, placements, projects, fieldwork, studg an
evaluation;

g) «Module credits» the numeric value that expresbheswork to be carried out by a student to comptete
module;

h) «Academic field credits» the numeric value thatregpes the work to be carried out by a student in a
particular academic field;

i) «Coursecurriculumstructure» the set of academic areas that maleeagpirse and the number of credits that a
student should have in each one of these areas to:

i) Obtain a particular academic degree;
i) Complete a non-degree course;
iii) Meet part of the conditions to obtain a particaleademic degree;

i) «Diploma» the document issued as provided by laagfpof the award of an academic degree, issuethdy
education institution that awards it. Diplomas, thee purposes of this law are:

i) "Cartas de cursb(degree certificates);
i) "Cartas magistrais(master's diplomas);
iii) "Cartas doutorais (doctoral diplomas);

iv) The certificates that provide proof of the awarcdofacademic degree;
V) The official document proving the completion ofaurse that does not award a degree issued by
the education institution that provided the cowsd its certificates;
[) «Part of a higher education course» a set of medhkg make up the programme of study of a counrdeage
provided, full-time and classroom-based, over dogenot exceeding an academic year;



m) «Mobile student» student registered and enrolled higher education institution and course who detap
part of that course at another higher educatiotitution;

n) «Home institution» the national or foreign educatiostitution where a mobile student is registeeadl
enrolled;

0) «Host institution» the national or foreign educatimstitution where the mobile student attends péra
higher education course.

CHAPTER II
Course credit system

Article4
Expression in credits

1 - Thecurriculumstructures of higher education courses expreseeitits the work that should be carried out
by the student in each academic area.

2 - The programmes of studies of the higher edocatiourses express in credits the work that shbald
carried out by the student in each module, as ageits academic area.

Article5
Number of credits

The number of credits awarded for each moduletisrdeéned according to the following principles:

a) The work is measured in estimated student working $

b) The number of student working hours to be consitiéneludes all forms of work envisaged, in partsul
contact hours and hours devoted to placementsgispjfieldwork, study and evaluation;

¢) The workload of a full-time student during one amait year is between one thousand, five hundredstend
one thousand, six hundred and eighty hours overiagof 36 to 40 weeks;

d) The number of credits corresponding to the workloga full-time academic year is 60;

e) For course periods with a duration pf less than yeer, the number of credits is awarded in the qriign
they represent of the academic year;

f) The number of credits corresponding to the worklofa full-time course is the same as the prodféiche
normal duration of the course in academic yeafsagtions thereof times 60;

g) The credits awarded by each module are expressedliiples of half a credit;

h) A module included in the programme of studies ofrenthan one course at the same higher education
institution should be awarded the same numberedfits, regardless of the course.

Article 6
Dissertations and theses

The number of credits awarded to the dissertatomd theses envisaged to obtain academic degrees or
diplomas for courses not awarding degrees is deéngainto consideration the normal average timeneged as
necessary for their preparation and evaluation,somea in academic years or fractions thereof, ademwic year
workload corresponding to 60 credits.

Article7
Part-time cour ses

1 - For part-time courses, the award of creditseach module is based on the normal duration and the
organisation of the programme of study of the fule course.
2 - Extended evening courses, in particular, asra to be covered by the preceding paragraph.

Article 8
Distance education

1 - The course credit system applies to courseseatfentirely or partly through distance learning.
2 - The same number of credits is awarded to madeftered, alternatively, as classroom-based dadie
learning.



Article9
Special cases

1 - The legally and statutorily competent bodyha higher education institution sets the termsafuplication
of the course credit system to courses that arengainised by academic years, semesters or terms.
2 - The principles established by this law are igpolpio the award of these credits.

Article 10
Courses not awarding degr ees

1 - The legally and statutorily competent bodyh# higher education institution sets the termsafuplication
of the course credit system to courses not awardiggees that it offers.
2 - The principles established by this law are igolpio the award of these credits.

Article11
Regulations

The legally and statutorily competent body of ehafher education institution approves regulatiomsthe
application of the course credit system, whichudel, in particular, the procedures and rules tadmpted for setting
the credits to be obtained in each academic amt#odne awarded by each module.

Article 12
Technical standards

An order issued by the director general of Highéudation, to be published in the 2nd series ofOifgio da
Republica(Official Gazette), shall establish the technistdndards with which the presentation of thericulum
structures and the programmes of study of the esuaad their publication should comply.

Article 13
Evaluation, monitoring and accreditation

The application of the course credit system is exttbjo evaluation within the framework of the systef
evaluation and monitoring of higher education aocteditation of education institutions and courses.

CHAPTER |1
Evaluation, grade and qualification

SECTION |
General principles

Article 14
Evaluation

1 - The level of the student's compliance with abgectives of every module on which they are regesd is
subject to evaluation.

2 - The evaluation is done in compliance with ragjohs approved by the legally and statutorily cetapt
body of the education institution.

Article 15
Grade of modules

1 - The final evaluation of a module is expressgd lgrade on a scale of whole numbers from 0 to 20.
2 - It shall be deemed that:

a) The student who obtains a grade of not less than &Gnodule shall have obtained a pass;

b) The student who obtains a grade of less than A0module shall have failed.



Article 16
Final grade and qualification of degreesand cour ses

1 - Academic degrees and courses not awarding eegre attributed a final grade or qualificationlemthe
terms established by the regulations of the leggihne for the awarding of academic degrees and miias.

2 - The final grade or qualification is awardedtbg legally and statutorily competent body of thieaation
institution.

3 - The final grade is expressed as a number fi@mo 20 on the scale of whole numbers from 0 to 20.

4 - The final qualification is expressed as esshiglil by the legal regulations referred to in Panatyr.

Article 17
Qualitative definition

By decision of the legally and statutorily competeady of each education institution, the finaldga may be
associated with a qualitative definition in fouass$es:

a) 10to 13 Pass;

b) 14 and 15 Good;

c) 16 and 17 Very good;

d) 18to 20 Excellent.

SECTION I
European grading scale
Article 18
Scale

The European grading scale for passes has fivegradentified by the letters A to E.

Article 19
Correspondence between scales

The following correspondence is adopted betweenbeusnfrom 10 to 20 on the scale of whole numbers fr
0 to 20 and the European grading scale:
a) A: 20 top, p being the grade that can cover, in this class, &08tudents;
b) B:p-1toq, qbeing the grade that can cover, in this classttegevith the preceding class, 35% of students;
c) C:g-1ltor,r being the grade that can cover, in this classthegeavith the preceding classes, 65% of students;
d) D:r-1tos, sbeing the grade that can cover, in this classthagevith the preceding classes, 90% of students;
e) E:s1lto 10.

Article20
Principles of application of the correspondenceto final grades

1 - The conversion of final grades to each of tlasses of the European grading scale is done blegjadly
and statutorily competent body of the educatiofitintgon in compliance with the following principge
a) lItis done for each institution/course pair;
b) It considers the distribution of final grades fr@mnleast the last three years and from a total ¢dast 100
graduates;
¢) When a grade covers two classes, it is conventegrinciple, to the first of these classes.
2 - When it is not possible to use a sample of stze referred to in subparagraph b) of the pregedin
paragraph, the use of the European grading scaéplaced by a reference to the classificatiorhefdiploma for the
academic year in question and the total numberafuates that year.

Article21
Application of the correspondenceto qualifications

When an academic degree or a course not awardiggr@e has been awarded a final qualification, &etw
this qualification and the European grading scateraespondence is adopted that is establisheteblegal regulations
that determine the adoption of a final qualificatio



Article22
Principles of application of the correspondence to module grades

1 - The conversion of module grades to each otlhsses of the European grading scale is doneebletfally
and statutorily competent body of the educatiotituntgson in compliance with the following princige
a) Itis done for each module;
b) It considers the distribution of final grades afd#nts who have passed this module from at leadatt three
years and from a total of at least 100 graduates:
¢) When a grade covers two classes, it is convenegkinciple, to the first of these classes.
2 - When it is not possible to use a sample of dlze referred to in subparagraph b) of the precedin
paragraph, the use of the European grading sca&pliaced by a reference to the classificatiorhefgtudent's grade
among all those who passed the module in the adadear in question and the total number of patsstsyear.

CHAPTER IV
Student mobility

SECTION |
L ear ning agr eement

Article23
L ear ning agreement

For a mobile student to undertake part of a higitlercation course a learning agreement must bedsigne

Article24
Partiesto the lear ning agreement

The learning agreement is signed by the home unistit, the host institution and the student.

Article25
Content of the learning agreement

The learning agreement for students whose homgditish is a Portuguese higher education institutioust
include:

a) The modules that the student will attend at thet hestitution, the language in which they are taughd
assessed and the number of credits that they award;

b) The modules of the host institution whose passpsaced by a pass in the modules referred to ipaalgraph
a) and the number of credits that they award irethent of a pass;

¢) The criteria that the home institution will adoptthe conversion of the grades of modules whichsthdent
has passed at the host institution;

d) The duration of the attendance of the host ingbitut

Article 26
Alterationsto the lear ning agr eement

Alterations to the learning agreement must takddhma of amendments thereto.

Article 27
Modé lear ning agreement

The learning agreements and their alterations:

a) Are drawn up according to a model approved by rtenigl order by the Minister of Science, Innovatimd
Higher Education;

b) They are written in Portuguese and in English mstdad of English, in the language of the hositirgin if
thus agreed by the institutions.



Article 28
Value of the lear ning agr eement

1 - A learning agreement signed by Portuguese higthgcation establishment acting as host institutias the
value of acceptance of the enrolment on the ccamgdethe modules listed therein.

2 - A learning agreement signed by a Portuguedeehigducation establishment acting as home instititas
the value of decision on the equivalence of modaled binds the establishment to the adoption ofctiterion of
grading conversion contained therein.

SECTION II
Transcript of records

Article29
Transcript of records

A student who undertook or will undertake part dfigher education course as a mobile student ietss
transcript of records.

Article 30
Content of thetranscript of records

1 - The transcript of records indicates the modulkih the student has passed.
2 - For each module are specified in particular:
a) The name;

b) The number of credits it awarded;
¢) The grade according to the legally applicable grgdiystem;
d) The grade according to the European grading scale.

Article31
Model transcript of records

1 - The transcript of records is drawn up in acaoc® with a model approved by ministerial ordethsf
Minister of Science, Innovation and Higher Educatio

2 - The transcript of records is a bilingual docuaimevritten in Portuguese and English.

Article 32
I ssue of thetranscript of records

1 - The transcript of records is issued, necessaril

a) By the education establishment acting as hometutistin, to be included in the student's applicatomattend
part of a course at the host institution;

b) By the education establishment acting as hosttutith, to certify that the student has succesgfudissed the
modules attended.

2 - No charge shall be made for the issuing otttéuescript of records.

Article33
Legal value of the transcript of records

The transcript of records issued by the educatstabdishment acting as host institution has thalleglue of
a certificate of the results obtained.

SECTION I11

Infor mation package of the teaching institution

Article 34
Infor mation package of the teaching institution

Each teaching institution draws up and providemformation package.



Article 35
Content of the information package of the teaching institution

1 - The information package of the teaching insbtuis a description of the teaching institutiomdeof its
organisational units, the degrees it grants ancctheses it provides, indicating for the latteritteccess conditions,
duration, modules and their contents, hours, @dtligrants and teaching and evaluation methods. ilfformation
package also includes information of a generalneatecessary for the integration of students.

2 - The guide may be drawn up for the teachingting&in or for its organisational units, separately

3 - The guide is a bilingual document, written orfAguese and English.

Article 36
Responsibility for the content of the infor mation package of the teaching institution

The responsibility for drawing up the informatioagkage of the teaching institution is held by égdlly and
statutorily competent body.

Article 37
Provision of the information package of the teaching institution

The information package of the teaching institutisnavailable on the Internet, without prejudice it®
publication in any other form.

CHAPTER V
Mobility after graduation

Article 38
Diploma Supplement

The diploma supplement is a document attachechtgter education diploma that:

a) Describes the Portuguese higher education systenitg&framework in the education system at the dage
diploma was obtained;

b) Characterises the institution that provided thecatlan and awarded the diploma;

c) Characterises the education received (level, ameaess requirements, normal duration, degree) &nd i
objective;

d) Supplies detailed information on the training utalezn and the results obtained.

Article 39
Diploma supplement model

1 - The diploma supplement is drawn up in accordanith a model approved by ministerial order of the
Minister of Science, Innovation and Higher Educatio

2 - The description of the Portuguese higher edutatystem and its framework in the education systea
common text, also approved by the ministerial oréérred to in the preceding paragraph.
3 - The diploma supplement is a bilingual documenitten in Portuguese and English.

Article 40
I ssue of the diploma supplement

1 - The diploma supplement must be issued wheredgrloma is issued and only in that case.
2 - No charge shall be made for the issuing offibéoma supplement.

Article41
Authority to issue a diploma supplement

The diploma supplement is issued by the entity #ithauthority to issue the diploma.



Article 42
L egal value from the diploma supplement

The diploma supplement is to provide informatiom & not a substitute for the diploma nor doegdvjue
evidence of holdership of the qualification to whitrefers.

CHAPTER VI
Final and transitory provisions

Article 43
Time-limits

1 - The technical standards referred to in Artitkeare approved within one month from the entryg fotce of
this law.

2 - The regulations referred to in Article 11 apprved within three months from the entry intoctoiof this
law.

3 - The provisions of this diploma are of mandatapyplication:

a) To courses whose creation, registration or authtois of operation were applied for after three therhave
passed since its entry into force;

b) To the remaining courses, from the academic ye#treif reorganisation under the Bologna Process.
4 - The time-limit established in the preceding amaaph can be brought forward by the education
establishments whenever conditions arise for ity easolution.

5 - This bringing forward may be for the entiretyamly for part of the provisions approved by tlaig.

Article 44
Repealing clause
1 - Article 68 of Decree No. 18 717, of 2 AugusB@9Statute of University Instruction) is herebpealed.
2 - Decree-Law No. 173/80, of 29 May is hereby sdpe.
3 - For courses organised in credit units undetehms of Decree-Law No. 173/80, of 29 May, thevisions

of the preceding paragraph shall be without prejeidd the application of this decree-law until teerganisation of the
courses referred to in Paragraph 3 of the precedfinge.

Seen and approved in the Council of Ministers off#:ember 2004. Pedro Miguel de Santana Lopes -
Paulo Sacadura Cabral Portas - Daniel Viegas Saschigaria da Graga Martins da Silva Carvalho.

Enacted on 31 January 2005.

To be published.
The President of the Republic, Jorge Sampaio.

Countersigned on 7 February 2005.

The Prime MinisterPedro Miguel de Santana Lopes



